The plan advocated by myself, and which we are now trying to carry out, is to induce all the wage-earners of the town to allow 2d. a week to be deducted from their wages for the benefit of the hospital. This is not, of course, a new plan, but hitherto it has not prevailed in this district, and should it prove successful our financial situation would be greatly eased. If this scheme cannot be adopted, T see nothing for it but to make a charge covering cost of food, at any rate. The former plan I much prefer.
This hospital has for some time adopted the principle of payments by patients, according to means, towards the cost of their maintenance. It has been felt by us that it was unfair that the hospital should relieve the family of the entire cost of food, etc., and thus in practice makethem a substantial gift, apart from the question of treatment of the patient, which is the proper function of the hospital. These payments are quite easily collected, and the system works with great smoothness. We have here also two contributing wards, in which the patients make a uniform payment of, at present, two guineas per week, which fee, however, it is probable will be increased in the near future. 
